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[23] 

Albany the 23 d february 1778 
Dear Sir 

I am so busy the whole day and so troubled for trifles 
that I am obliged to spend the nights in wrai'ting, and it 
is at three a clock in the morning that I come to recall 
the Canadian Commander in chief to your memory— 
You will have received, my dear sir, a long letter of 
mine where I let you know all the disapointements 
met with — you can not conceive at which point I am 
distressed and unhappy by that affair—it is the most 
disagreable I have found, and I dare say, I'l find in my 
life — more I consider the matter, more I see that it was 
impossible to go on— let it be a deception, a treachery, 
what you please, it was impossible for one single man to 
run through that dark cloud I was alwai's surrounded 
with— I want rather to omitt an occasion of distinguish- 
ing myself than if I was to loose an army trusted to my 
care and bring an eternal dishonor upon the american 
arms, 
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certainly there is some [obliterated word] in that affair 
— I am almost sure it is — but however we had no 
means of proceeding — I hope you will be so good as 
to let me know every thing which has been told about 
me even my the public— I send this night to gnl gates 
the copy of two letters from gnl conn way and gnl fellow 
which I desire him to present to Congress— I hope you 
will take care he do'nt forget them 

I confess, Sir, that after such a noise made on ac- 
count of my commanding an army, I expect and wish 
much to be put in a separate command to do some thing 
— I am told an attak upon niew york is not looked on 
as impossible, and the people is very willing to go on 
that expedition — the command of the north river can 
be interesting, this of the northern department could be 
added— in all, my dear sir, I speak here as a friend be- 
cause this letter is a private one, I want much to be en- 
abled to mind my reputation and the honor of the army 
under my command, on account of theyr not going to 
canada— but take care of Connway — if however 
things do'nt go in a decent way I'l have alwai's the 
pleasure to see you and embrace you at the french fash- 
ion before my leaving this country. 

I am busy in paying debts— every department cryes 
after me for monney — I have given leave to them to 
borrow on my private credit, and satisfy the people as 
fast as they can — for the public credit is very low— 
I try to do here for the best, but am however very dis- 
tressed by my not knowing the bounds of my power in 
this department— they do'nt know any thing but a 
commander in chief 

here are more than twenty french officers all very 
willing to stay or go of with me — I do'nt know what 
I can do for them — Mr de f ai'lly and mr de luce have 
told to me that they had been promised I schould give 
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them colonel's and major's commissions— but I have 
no blank ones— I have sent to pookepsie to print cer- 
tificates of the oath of alleagance. 

you have acquainted me, sir, that monney was very ea- 
sily to be found at four for one in giving bills for f ranee 
— be so good if it is possible to direct your young man 
to borrow five or six thousand dollars at that rate — I 
beg you thousand pardons for such a commission, but 
friendship excuses all. 

if there are some niews, some niews papers &c &c be 
so kind as to forward them to me— I beg you above 
all to be very very particular about every thing which 
has been said publikly or privately of the Canadian ex- 
pedition and the commander in chief— do'nt be afraid 
to forward any disagreable compliment. 

with the warmest attachment and highest regard I 
have the honor to be 
dear sir 

Your most obedient servant 

the M is de Lafayette 
the gentleman who was to carry this letter has forgot- 
ten it, I give to one of general connway's acquaintances, 
be so good sir as to answer me soon because I do'nt 
know how to do in the present circumstance 
Endorsed by Lafayette: private affairs 
Endorsed by Laurens: Marquis delafayette 

23 d ffebry 1778 
Rec d . 5 March 
Answ d 6 th . 
[24] 

Albany the 11"' march 1778 
Dear Sir 

I have just received a resolve of Congress dated the 
24 th febuary where it is reccommanded to me not to un- 
dertake the expedition of Canada if I do'nt find a proba- 
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bility of succe's without running any apparent hazard, 
also a letter from the board of war dated the 25 th where 
some ideas are given of every thing being not in a so 
good order as they had believed, but that to gain some 
thing, some thing must be risqued — those ideas of the 
h' ,le board of war could have been streghtened by my let- 
ters which I understand were arrived the day before 
this was wrote — however the letter of the board as 
well as the directions of Congress could not have any 
influence in the present affair, for they arrived about 
the time that the lakes begin to be impassable, or at 
least very few days before— the h ,,le Congress must 
have got now a report of the reasons of my Conduct in 
stopping the intended incursion — a single one of 'em 
was sufficient to give up all ideas of making the enter- 
prise— I can assure you that never any disapointement 
afflicted me so much as this I met with in the present 
occasion 

I am coming this morning from the indian treaty 
where I am told our presence, as f rench men, was not 
quite useless to the negotiation — I wish it may have 
been so. 

I have wrote four days ago to governor clinton about 
an affair of some importance, and had deffered my giv- 
ing notice of it to Congress in hopes that I'd be able to 
get a greater light about it, and indeed to aprehend the 
leader of the plot— but such are the only things I have 
discovered which I think of my duty to mention here to 
give a niew instance of the humane projects of our 
ennemys. 

before I went to john's-town an anomius letter was 
brought to me where I found intelligence of a plot car- 
ried on to burn the city of albany, the stores, magazines, 
batteaux as soon as the rivers would oppen— that troops 
were inlisted for the purpose, that many officers and 



LETTERS FROM LAFAYETTE TO HENRY LAURENS. 7 

gentlemen were to be assassinated by their own nigroes 
&c &c &c some persons were designed who at the re- 
quest of the committee were taken up at the same hour 
tho' very distant one from another, but it was impossi- 
ble to get any intelligence from 'em neither any proof 
against them— the next day I was acquainted in scnec- 
tady that a soldier had been put in goal for some 
plot of desertion — gnl connway and myself spent a 
part of the night in examining him — the next day I 
ordered a court martial, and inclosed you'l find here 
what intelligence I have been able to collect — some 
other reasons as conversations heard between british of- 
ficers &c engage me to believe that there is some thing 
of that kind under hand which being half discovered is 
also half prevented provided we can have men to fight 
and every thing necessary for them— I have sent 
partys every where, I have promised fifty guineas to 
any one who could aprehend carleton but I did not find 
again either magazine or the major himself— if he is 
taken what I do'nt despair of, I'l get from him before 
he'l be hanged every possible intelligence which I'l for- 
ward immediately 

I am very sorry, sir, to inform you that the troops are 
much dissatisfied by want of pay— for instance (and 
it would be too long to name them all) C ' Livington's 
rgt at John's town complains very much and do'nt 
choose to receive any part of their pay till they will 
have the whole— the colonel di'nt believe prudent to 
send too compagnies of 'em to a particular post till they 
would be pay'd— I sent therefore to albany, but the 
dep. paymaster refused to comply to the order, and rep- 
resented to me himself that he was not to obey to me, 
because gnl gates has forbidden him to give any monney 
but upon his own warrants as holding yet the immediate 
command of the troops in this departement, and those 
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warrants have been given to any other but the troops— 
therefore I find myself unable to satisfy them, and 
obliged to pay them from my pocquet as far as I'l have 
monney— without monney and without cloathes we 
ca'nt have soldiers. 

with the greatest impatience I expect the directions 
of Congress for what I am to do and to be — I am 
obliged tho' with reluctance to advise you, sir, that 
there are about this place a shamefull niews running in 
many mouths which I am as far to believe as I have an 
high respect for the honor, virtue, and give me leave to 
say, the good sense of those of the Congress of the 
united states who are now in york— they speack of a 
kind of accommodation under the name of truce where 
the independency and rights of america as a free 
country are not acknowledged— I wish'd to know what 
punishment inflige to those bad wishers to the country 
who spread such rumours 

with the highest regard I have the honor to be 
dear sir 

Your most obedient servant 
the M is de Lafayette 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
11'". March 1778 
Reed the 18 th — 

[25] 

the 12 march 1778 
dear sir 

My letter was not yet sent a way when the dispatches 
of Congress and the board of war came by mjor brice 
into my hands which I am going to answer and I will 
inclose the former letter in the same pacquet— there 
were in that former letter some reflexions of mine about 
certain rumours concerning an accomodation betwen 
england and what they call theyr colonies, which I am 
very happy to say is groundless. 
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I declare now, sir, that I have the honor to wrai't to 
the president and Congress of the united states — this 
precaution you will find not quite useless if you remem- 
ber that my letter favoured by kosiasko has been op- 
pened before arriving in the hands of the president — 
such mistakes schould not happen too often an this for 
reasons obvious. 

I hope the gentlemen who have so kindly taken care 
of my letter have not forgot any thing in all the copys 
inclosed in it— I schould be particularly sorry, had 
they lost an account of those of the debts in this depart- 
ment (amounting to about eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars) which I could have known in a so little time— to 
avoid any mistakes of this kind I take the liberty of 
sending the whole packet to Congress, and I hope, sir, 
you'l be so good to send those who are directed to the 
board of war after having read them. 
Tho' I was confident I had acted according to my con- 
saince and the common Sense, I must however confess 
the approbation of Congress afforded me the greatest 
pleasure— things are some times so badly represented 
at four hundred miles— from the motives who brought 
me to this country, from those who have detained me 
till this moment you may easily conceive, sir, how happy 
I am to meet with the satisfaction of the representa- 
tives of a people whose interests have alwai's been so 
dear to me. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I got intelli- 
gence of two mortars, many balls and small arms buried 
by g" 1 burgo'igne in his retreat from sarathoga — I'l 
send there tomorrow morning to know the truth of that 
report, and try to get out that very small little supply 
for our stores. 

in one of the resolves of Congress who have been sent 
to me by g nl gates it is said that I'l give accounts of my 
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Conduct to the board of war, in this you are so good as to 
send me I am directed to give those accounts to Congress 
and the board — it is to comply to this last that I have 
the honor to wait the present letter, 
the board of war speacks alwai's to me of those 400000 
thousand dollars, but besides the Cannot pay 800000, the 
board knows very well that this monney will not be suf- 
ficient to pay the warrants already given. 

gnl gates tells me that a niew arrangement will be 
made for the general officers in this part of the Conti- 
nent — that sentence I do'nt understand, but was in- 
terpreted to me in this way— the marquis and general 
Kalb will leave to g n} Connway the chief command of the 
troops, if it is so (unless such a disposition has been 
made out of a particular consideration for general Wash- 
ington's reccommandation) I'l beg leave to object 
that in my country we hold a particular military com- 
mand as an honorable mark of confidence— that if I 
am recalled to leave this command in the hands of a 
gentleman who comes from europe as well as myself, 
who is not above me neither by his birth neither by his 
relations or influence in the world, who has not had any 
more particular occasion of distinguishing himself than 
I have had, who has not the advantages I can glory my- 
self in, of being born a f rench man, I will look upon my- 
self as not only ill used but very near being affronted — 
and such will be the sentiment of all those of my nation 
and europe whose opinion is dear to me. 

I am very far from making complaints — but as I 
hope Congress returns me some of the warm attach- 
ment I have schowed for theyr country, they will 
permit and approve my going to f ranee immediately— 
I am sorry that this going away will take of from the 
army many f rench officers more useful than myself — 
but I schould be very ungrateful for general de Kalb, 
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g nl portai'l and the engeneers, le m is deCatoylne and almost 
all the f rench officers now in the continental army, was I 
to refuse theyr instances for following me in my going 
over to f ranee— those who are at albany have renewed 
them to me when they heard of general connway com- 
manding here and my being recalled. 

do'nt believe, sir, that I speack here out of any particu- 
lar ambition of supreme Command — I was very well, 
I was very happy and quiete near the most respectable 
friend and the best general I can meet with— but I 
have "been sent to command in chief in a particular place, 
the expedition is stopped, and immediately after a chief 
command is given to one of my officers when I am di- 
rected to repair to the main army — how do you think 
such a treatment will look? how can I agree to it? 

I am wrai'ting here upon an uncertainty for the intel- 
ligence of g" 1 connway Commanding this army is not yet 
given to me inform, but, sir, if the niews is true I de- 
sire my intentions schould be known soon, if not, I have 
no objections to the Congress knowing what I think my 
reputation would have obliged me to do in such a case— 
my heart schall alwaiis be opened, my frankness is as 
well known in courts as any where else, and I do'nt fear 
to tell freely my sentiments upon every happened or to 
happen occasion — Congress can read in my mind, and 
they will find the warmest attachment for theyr cause 
joined to the love of my own glory. 

I am sure I'l never meet with disagreaments of this 
kind from the court of f ranee not even in favor of mon- 
sieur connway, but even then the case would be difer- 
ent — love and duty bound me to the service of my 
country and there I'l serve as chearfully grenadier as 
general — in america, sir, I am only bounded by a 
friendship independent of any duty as soon as I am out 
of the service. 
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Was I to give out schemes, I would desire ardently to 
be directed to find if there is some propability of succe's 
in an enterprise against niew york; was I to desire some 
particular post, and was I certain of what every body 
tells about g"' putnam leaving the service, I schould say 
that fish kill is a very agreeable command, when it 
would be only for being a portee of receiving general 
Washington's orders and instructions more frequently 
than in this place— was I to give an advice, I schould 
say that any military post who is not under general 
Washington's immediate command is a very improper 
one. 

in expecting your answer with a very great impa- 
tience because time is short, and the campaign ready to 
be oppened, I have the honor to be with the greatest re- 
spect 

sir 

Your most obedient servant 
the m is de Lafayette. 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 

12 March 1778 Rec". 18"'— 

[26.] 

Addressed: private letter 

to 
the honorable henry laurens esqu. 



Albany the 12 th march 1778. 
Dear sir 

I beg you would oppen my public letters and then you 
will see that I need only to send you some flew private 
lines on the subject— recalling me, and leaving gnl conn- 
way in a separate command is a thing which neither me 
neither any friend of mine will ever suffer — and I beg 
you would read my letters to Congress with those di- 
rected to general gates. 
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I see nothing in the conduct of gnl connway and the 
board of war but deception and treachery— the conduct 
of the board schall be brought to the light and I'l take 
care of the insolent fellow who oppened my letter to 
you 

Was 1 to make an agreable plan, I would command 
at fish kill, be directed to try if any enterprise against 
niew york is possible (what I am sincerely confident can 
be done) an then if they leave connway at albany at 
least he must be under my immediate command. 

but if it is not so I will call immediately to see you 
and general Washington and set out for our country 
with Kalb, portail &c &c &c &c I beg, my dear sir, you 
would hurry the decision of Congress because in every 
case preparations are to be made for putting my army 
upon a good footing or arming my vessel — the bearer 
of this letter is colonel armand who desires for those 
american officers some thing which seems to me very 
just and I beg you to help him— I have very unhap- 
pily lost the resolve by which Mr du plessis has been 
made lieutenant colonel with some lines from you, be so 
good as to send me by Colonel armand an extract from 
the minutes and do'nt forget your note. 

I think of a scheme which would suit every body very 
well, if general putnam was more satisfied of being at 
albany and general connway under him, I could be sta- 
tioned at fish kill answering not to general putnam but 
to general Washington, and we schould after see which 
other gnl officers would be given to me — in case you 
think that project can do be so good as to propose it to 
Congress in my name — governor clinton has wrote to 
me how glad he schould be was I to command where 
was gnl putnam— I confess you entre nous that this 
post of fish-kill would make me very happy and I am 
sure we could do something 
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I hope my dear sir that those noises of truce and peace 
are groundless, but if they were not so ... . Ah my good 
friend schall I see the name of laurens at the end of 
such a convention when this of hankock was at the end 
of the declaration of independency? 

Those who hate french men have a fine occasion to 
see them all go off, but those who love them as my good 
friend the'president of Congress will be I dare say a 
little sorry if my reputation forbids me to fight for the 
cause of this country which has alwa'is been so dear to 
me. 

do you think, my dear friend, that they will grant me 
this separate command at fish kill— if it is so I'l be 
very happy— I beg your pardon to Wra'it you that gal- 
imathias but I am in a great hurry to send of the colonel 
who is so good as to carry my dispatches 
with the warmest affection I have the honor to be 
dear sir your most obedient servant 
the M is de Lafayette 
Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 

12 th . March 1778 
Reed. 18"'. 18 th . 
Ans d . 24 th . 

[27.] 

the twentyeth march 1778 
don't be angry against me, my good friend, and if I 
have made blunders you must impute them to my too 
quick feelings, and forgive the sinner on account of his 
repentance — gnl [name scratched out] came in my 
room when your letters were in my hands — as I saw 
in a moment all the plan since the Canadian expedition 
was proposed, my idea took fire, and my first, unre- 
flected motion has been to let him know the little article 
of the letter, and see the figure he was cutting in the 
perusal of it — that is a miss, I confess a great Miss, 
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for I schould not have mention'd any thing to him, but 
I found a kind of entertainement to see how he would 
take that news from myself the next day I acknowledg'd 
to myself I was in wrong and certainly such an indis- 
cretion will no more happen— I think it is better to 
Confess the whole than if I was to aggravate my fault 
by an ill directed schame — the Conduct of the gentle- 
man afterwards and the protestations he has done of 
his innocence have been a proof to every one, that he was 
much concerned in the affair in consequence of a plot 
laid among them— 

the letter by which you desire me not to mention the 
oppening of the dispatches directed to the president of 
Congress is arrived too late — I di'nt know then it was 
done by gnl gates, and I thought the guilty was the 
worthy richard peters — but now my letters are gone 
on, and certainly I will not make an excuse to M r gates 
because he has oppened my letters— 
Now, my dear sir, let us speack of Congress — by your 
last favor I see they are very far from meaning anydis- 
agreament for me, and therefore I am sorry to have 
wrote in pretty warm terms— but Consider that by 
the first intelligence I got from you, it was likely they 
would fall upon a plan which every one will look upon 
as an affront for me — the only idea of it fired my head, 
and as even the suspicion of any uncivil treatment in 
such occasions will never be suffered by me from any 
one in the world, I sent immediately down Colonel ar- 
mand to let know, not what I was doing but what I 
schould do in case such a thing would happen — I have 
been too quick perhaps, but such is my temper and that 
temper of mine Ca'nt be altered — I must however Con- 
fess not to the president of Congress, but to M r Laurens, 
that the next day in sending to gnl Washington an ac- 
count of my conduct, (tho' I had not given up the idea 



16 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

of leaving the american coat) I beg leave to serve as 
near his person as a stranger volunteer, to prevent my 
hurting the cause of freedom by my return in f ranee, 
and depriving in the same time the army of so many 
valuable officers, generals and others who want to fol- 
low my sort what so ever — 

if gnl gates, general lee (let him be exchang'd) gnl 
schuyller, are sent to albany even previous to my Con- 
sent I have no objections to it— but I will not suffer 
any of my officers being commander in this departement 
before my refusal — however was I to stay in this part 
of the continent as I am, I schould certainly decline a 
command where I am not certain to see the fire of a 
single gun for the whole compaign — I want only that 
be proposed to me. 

As the affair of rhode island seems laid aside and I 
am not acquainted with that part of the country, I look 
upon the post of fish kill as the only separate command 
I can wish — then gnl connway could be at albany un- 
der my orders, and myself have an immediate corres- 
pondence with gnl Washington — if that not be the 
case, then I schall take again very chearfully my di- 
vision, and thank Congress for theyr polite offer of the 
separate command of albany if they put myself a portee 
of being satisfied what will be easily done, for I have 
not the least desire of raising disputes — by far, I love 
the cause, I love military glory, I want to fight, and to 
fight for you, and so I will do till the last drop of my 
blood if necessary the whole campaign, unless some 
unkind proceeding would oblige me to be angry 

as general gates taking the command, or putnam 
holding his post are yet in the dark, if one or the other 
happen I will not certainly have any objection to so just 
a thing — tho' I am fully convinced both would make 
a great faux-pas in trusting upon the fortune of war. 
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I look upon an expedition against new york as a very 
eligible plan— there would come many new yorkers, 
there you'd see a large number of new england militia 
who will never go to gnl Washington's army, and would 
turn out for an expedition so convenient to tern on every 
respect — such is the idea given to me by every body 
principally by gnl stark who has been two days in this 
place and knows very well the minds of the new eng- 
land militia — new york would be proud to get theyr 
capitale, new england would entertain the hope of get- 
ting some plunder in it — such a diversion made by troops 
who wo'nt ever join the grand army schall be of a great 
use to general Washington for or they'l risk to loose the 
town, or they will send reinforcements in it from general 
howe's— I can only judge of the possibility of the expe- 
pedition upon a map, and was I directed to it I could get 
better intelligences — but it seems to me that in making 
two fulle attaks towards long island and staten island to 
divide theyr forces it would not be impossible to carry 
king's bridge— then the town is oppen'd — we could at 
least detroy the public stores &c &c &c &c and were we 
obliged to leave it, would not it be practicable to fortify 
king's bridge on our side— for, fort Washington I do not 
know enough of it to determine in which way he could 
be taken, but I think that place could be laid aside, or 
only invested till after the taking of new york. 

Such are the light ideas I dare lay down faster than I can 
think, but I could make a less imperfect, unreasonable 
project was I directed to take proper intelligences, and 
investigate the propriety of the enterprise, 
as all the new yorkers are. more exasperated against gnl 
gates than you could ever believe I think those public 
sentiments would render him very unfit for the command 
of that part of the Continent 

tho' I have given proper orders that all the department 
schould borrow upon my credit, and I have given war- 
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rants even upon boston for the raising of Colonel 
armand's corps, however monney comes very slow, and 
I beg you would send reinforcements — I am asham'd 
some times when I see trifling expenses which ca'nt be 
pay'd for, and when it comes out from my pockett I 
ca'nt help laying in telling them that it is given by Con- 
gress to me for paying the trifling expenses — that if you 
please entre nous 

as I am assured the express is a man to be depended 
upon I trust him with my dispatches, be so good as to 
send him or one other back very fast, for I am much 
tired of seeing those english here about— they are doing 
nothing but mischief and I wish they would be soon out. 

as there are a plenty of hessians and british deserters, 
and even prisonners scattered in the country who may be 
very dangerous I have advis'd governor clinton to have 
all that people out of the state, they could be either sent 
to new england or down below — 

tell me very candidly, my dear sir, if you have been 
angry against my etourderie forgive me, and be certain 
that my heart better than my head will be yours as long 
as I leave. 

with the highest regard I have the honor to be 
dear sir 

Your most obedient servant 
the M is de Lafayette 

thousand compliments to the fair lady an the most 
charming Miss Ketty 

was I to have a separate command the viscount de 
montroy would come as a volunteer, and as I think he is 
the best man we could get his advices would be very use- 
ful to the cause 

I make you my thanks for the monney and will an- 
swer to that article by the first opportunity 
Endorsed: Marquis delaf ayette 
20 March 1778 
Rec" & Answ". 27'" 27- 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.] 



